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INDEX TO NOP COMMENTS 1 

Appendix B includes a copy of the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the proposed 2 
Project, transcripts from the Public Scoping Hearings conducted on the NOP, copies of 3 
all comment letters received on the NOP during the public comment period, and an 4 
indication (Section or sub-Section) where each individual comment is addressed in the 5 
Draft EIR.  Table B-1 lists all comments and shows the comment set identification 6 
number for each letter or commenter.  Table B-2, identifies the location where each 7 
individual comment is addressed in the Draft EIR.  Comment letters are presented 8 
chronologically followed by the transcripts from the Public Hearing, and errata and 9 
minor text clarifications.  The comments from the Applicant are presented at the end of 10 
the comment letters. 11 
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Table B-1 
NOP Commenters and Comment Set Numbers 

Agency /Affiliation Name of Commenter Date of 
Comment 

NOP 
Comment 

Set 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Mathew W. Vandersande 7/25/06 1 
U.S. Postal Service Andrew Gentile 7/27/06 2 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board Roger W. Briggs 7/28/06 3 
California Department of Fish and Game Larry L. Eng, Ph.D. 7/31/06 4 
Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District Bobbie Bratz 7/25/06 5 
Ventura County Air Pollution Control District Alicia Stratton 7/31/06 6 
Santa Barbara County Fire Department Joshua Neipp 7/27/06 7 
Environmental Defense Center Linda Krop 7/28/06 8 
League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara, Inc. Connie Hannah 7/24/06 9 
League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara, Inc. Jean Holmes 7/24/06 10 
Gaviota Coast Conservancy Michael R. Lunsford 7/31/06 11 
Get Oil Out! Abe Powell 7/28/06 12 
Property Owner Robert Sollen 7/25/06 13 
Property Owner Diane Conn 7/31/06 14 
Property Owner Suzanne Null 7/28/06 15 
Property Owner Kathleen Gebhardt 7/24/06 16 
Transcript from NOP Public Hearing 7/24/06 at 4:10 
p.m. 

Various 7/24/06 17 

Transcript from NOP Public Hearing 7/24/06 at  7:10 
p.m. 

Various 7/24/06 18 
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Table B-2 
Responses to the NOP Comments 

Comment # Responses 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

1-01  4.4.2 Federal Regulatory Setting addresses the Clean Water Act but not specifically 
Section 404, neither does it address Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 

 U.S. Postal Service 
2-01  Has been included on the list of interested parties. 

 California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
3-01  4.4.1 Regulatory Settings Petroleum Hydrocarbons 
3-02  2.1.3 Ellwood Marine Terminal 
3-03  2.1.1 Platform Holly (image referred to in NOP comment shows the 3-mile boundary 

as the lease boundary). 
3-04  2.2.3 Proposed Project New Pipeline Creek and Drainage Crossing 
3-05  2.2.5 Decommissioning of the Line 96 Pipeline, EMT, and Offshore Loading. 

Remediation of soils and waters discussed in this section as well as Section 4.4.4 
Impact Analysis and Mitigation). 

3-06  2.2.5 Decommissioning of the Line 96 Pipeline, EMT, and Offshore Loading 
Facilities (same wording as NOP) 

3-07  2.2.5 Decommissioning of the Line 96 Pipeline, EMT, and Offshore Loading 
Facilities. 

3-08  4.4.3 Significance Criteria 
3-09  4.4.1 Environmental Setting: Marine Water Quality Seawater Properties/Impact 

WQ-1Impacts to Marine Water Quality due to an Oil Spill from Offshore Facilities  
3-10  4.4.3 Significance Criteria  
3-11  4.4.2 Regulatory Setting: State 

 California Department of Fish and Game 
4-01  4.5.3 Marine Biological Resources/4.5.3 Onshore Biological Resources: Special 

Status Species 
4-02  4.5.6 Impact Analysis and Mitigation 
4-03  4.5.6 Impact Analysis and Mitigation 
4-04  4.5.7 Analysis of Impacts from Alternatives 
4-05  4.5.4 Regulatory Setting: State California Endangered Species Act 
4-06  4.5.Regulatory Setting: State California Lake and Streambed Alteration Program 

(Fish and Game Code section 1600 et. Seq.) 
4-07  4.5.2 Marine Biological Resources Reef Substrate & Rocky Substrates 
4-08  4.5.2 Marine Biological Resources Special Status Seabirds 
4-09  4.5.2 Marine Biological Resources Commercial and Recreational Fisheries 
4-10  4.5.2 Marine Biological Resources Sandy Beaches 
4-11  4.5.6 Impact Analysis and Mitigation 

 Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District 
5-01  4.3.3 Significance Criteria 
5-02  4.3.3 Significance Criteria 
5-03  4.3.1 Environmental Setting: Project Facilities Permits and Baseline Emissions 

Health Risks Associated with the Project Facilities 
5-04  4.3.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: Impact AQ-1: Emissions from Construction 
5-05  4.3.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: Impact AQ-1: Emissions from Construction 
5-06  4.3.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: Impact AQ-1: Emissions from Construction 
5-07  4.3.3 Significance Criteria: Construction Thresholds 
5-08  4.3.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: Impact AQ-1: Emissions from Construction 
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Table B-2 
Responses to the NOP Comments 

Comment # Responses 
5-09  4.3 Air Quality 
5-10  4.3.3 Significance Criteria: Construction Thresholds 
5-11  4.3.3 Significance Criteria 
5-12  Impact AQ-2: Increase in Emissions from Operations 
5-13  Impact AQ-2: Increase in Emissions from Operations 
5-14  2.3.2 Proposed Project EOF Modifications. Anhydrous ammonia is not being 

considered for use at the EOR. The SCR units will utilize urea to generate small 
amounts of ammonia vapor on demand. 

5-15  4.3 Air Quality 
5-16  4.3 Air Quality 
5-17  Impact AQ-2: Increase in Emissions from Operations 
5-18  4.3.1 Environmental Setting Health Risks Associated with the Project Facilities 
5-19  4.3.1 Environmental Setting Health Risks Associated with the Project Facilities 
5-20  4.3.1 Environmental Setting: Air Quality 
5-21  4.3.1 Environmental Setting Health Risks Associated with the Project Facilities 
5-22  4.3.1 Environmental Setting Health Risks Associated with the Project Facilities 

 Ventura County Air Pollution Control District 
6-01  Project emissions will not directly affect air quality in Ventura. Proposed project would 

eliminate all emissions within the VCAPCD jurisdiction. 
6-02  Project emissions will not directly affect air quality in Ventura. Proposed project would 

eliminate all emissions within the VCAPCD jurisdiction. 
 Santa Barbara County Fire Department 

7-01  2.2.5 Decommissioning of the Line 96 Pipeline, EMT, and Offshore Loading the 
workplan will be submitted to FPD for approval. 

7-02  2.2.5 Decommissioning of the Line 96 Pipeline, EMT, and Offshore Loading the 
workplan will be submitted to FPD for approval. 

 Environmental Defense Center 
8-01  2.0 Project Description 
8-02  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 
8-03  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 
8-04  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 
8-05  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
8-06  2.1.4 Lease 421 
8-07  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
8-08  2.2 Proposed Project EOF Modifications 
8-09  2.1.3 Ellwood Marine Terminal 
8-10  3.0 Alternatives 
8-11  3.3.2 Limited EOF Modifications 
8-12  3.0 Alternatives 
8-13  3.0 Alternatives 
8-14  3.3.1 No Project Alternatives 
8-15  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 
8-16  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 
8-17  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 
8-18  4.3 Air Quality 
8-19  4.3.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation 
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Table B-2 
Responses to the NOP Comments 

Comment # Responses 
8-20  4.3.1 Environmental Setting: Air Quality: 4.3.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation 
8-21  Impact AQ-4 Impact in Health Risk: 4.3.1 Environmental Setting: Air Quality  
8-22  Impact AQ-3: Odor Emissions from Operations 
8-23  4.5.5 Significance Criteria 
8-24  4.5.3 Onshore Biological Resources: Special Status Species: 4.5.2 Offshore 

Biological Resources 
8-25  4.4.1 Environmental Setting: Topography and Drainage 
8-26  4.5.6 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: Impact BIO-1 
8-27  4.5.6 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: Impact BIO-9: Noise and Lighting Impacts 

on Marine Mammals and Birds 
8-28  4.12.2 Regulatory Setting: State 
8-29  4.2.1 Environmental Setting 
8-30  4.2.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation Impact HM-2 
8-31  4.4.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation 
8-32  4.7.1 Environmental Setting: Onshore Land Uses and Zoning Designations 
8-33  4.11.5 Impact Analysis and Mitigation 
8-34  4.7.2 Regulatory Setting 
8-35  4.0 Environmental Analysis: Cumulative Related Future Projects 
8-36  Decommissioning of Platform Holly is not part of the proposed project and would be 

the subject of CEQA review when abandonment of the platform is proposed by the 
orner. 

8-37  4.3.6 Cumulative Project Impacts 
 League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara, Inc. - Connie Hannah 

9-01  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 
9-02  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 

 League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara, Inc. - Jean Holmes 
10-01  Impact AQ-3 Odor Emissions from Project: Impact  
10-02  4.3.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation 
10-03  Debris under platform Holly could contain toxic levels of hazardous materials, but is 

considered a baseline condition and is not affected by the proposed project. 
 Gaviota Coast Conservancy 

11-01  States Opposition to Project 
11-02  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations  
11-03  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations. 3.0 Alternatives 
11-04  4.7.1 Environmental Setting: Onshore Land Uses and Zoning Designations 
11-05  4.7.1 Environmental Setting: Onshore Land Uses and Zoning Designations 
11-06  4.7.4 Land Use Impacts and Mitigation 

 Get Oil Out! 
12-01  2.1.3 Ellwood Marine Terminal: 2.1.4 Lease 421 
12-02  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 
12-03  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 
12-04  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
12-05  2.1.3 Ellwood Marine Terminal 
12-06  3.0 Alternatives 
12-07  4.3.1 Environmental Setting 
12-08  4.5.6 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: Impact BIO-1: Oil Spill Impacts to Marine 
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Table B-2 
Responses to the NOP Comments 

Comment # Responses 
Biological Resources 

 Robert Sollen 
13-01  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations: 2.2.1 Lease Extensions and 

Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
13-02  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 
13-03  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations: 2.2.1 Lease Extensions and 

Platform Holly New Well Drilling
13-04  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 

 Diane Conn 
14-01  Financial liability for an existing facility is outside the scope of an EIR. 
14-02  4.5.6 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: Impact WQ-1: Impacts to Marine Water 

Quality due to an Oil Spill from Offshore Facilities 
14-03  4.3.1 Environmental Setting: Air Quality: 4.3.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation 
14-04  Financial subsidies or tax write-offs are beyond the scope of CEQA and are not 

applicable to the scope of an EIR. 
14-05  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 

 Suzanne Null 
15-01  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
15-02  4.3 Air Quality: 4.11 Visual: 4.12 Energy 
15-03  4.11.5 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: Impact VR-5 Visual Effects from Pipeline 

Installation 
15-04  Alternative marine transportation is inconsistent with existing policies and would not 

avoid or lessen a project-related significant impact. Therefore, a marine transportation 
alternative was not considered in the EIR. 

15-05  4.3.1 Environmental Setting: Air Quality 
 Kathleen Gebhardt 

16-01  All issue area sections include Cumulative Impacts 
16-02  4.3 Air Quality 
16-03  4.5.1 Environmental Setting: 4.4.1 Environmental Setting 
16-04  2.2 Proposed Project 

 Transcript from NOP Public Hearing 8/3/04 at 4:10 p.m. 
17-01  2.1.3 Ellwood Marine Terminal 
17-02  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
17-03  4.7.1 Environmental Setting: Onshore Land Uses and Zoning Designations 
17-04  4.3.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: Impact AQ-3: Odor Emissions from 

Operation 
17-05  4.3 Air Quality (suggestion not to rely on offsets too much in the area). Offset 

requirements are discussed under the SBCAPCD regulatory requirements. EIR 
mitigation focuses on emission reductions instead of offsets, where applicable. 

17-06  4.5.2 Marine Biological Resources: 4.5.3 Onshore Biological Resources 
17-07  Abandonment of Platform Holly is not p[art of the proposed project or alternatives. 

Potential abandonment impacts would undergo CEQA review following the cessation 
of production. 

17-08  4.3.1 Environmental Setting: Air Quality 
17-09  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations: 2.2.1 Lease Extensions and 

Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
17-10  2.2.3 Proposed Project New Pipeline 



Appendix B 

Venoco Ellwood Full Field 
Development Project EIR

B-38 June 2008
 

Table B-2 
Responses to the NOP Comments 

Comment # Responses 
17-11  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations: 2.2.1 Lease Extensions and 

Platform Holly New Well Drilling
17-12  3.0 Alternatives 
17-13  4.3.1 Environmental Setting: Air Quality: 4.3.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation 
17-14  2.2.3 Proposed Project New Pipeline 
17-15  The diversion of State revenues is outside the scope of CEQA and inappropriate for 

evaluation in an EIR. 
17-16  4.3.1 Environmental Setting Health Risks Associated with the Project Facilities 
17-17  2.1.4 Lease 421 
17-18  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
17-19  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations: 2.2.1 Lease Extensions and 

Platform Holly New Well Drilling
17-20  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
17-21  4.7.1 Environmental Setting: Onshore Land Uses and Zoning Designations 
17-22  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
17-23  3.0 Alternatives 
17-24  3.0 Alternatives 
17-25  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations 
17-26  2.0 Project Description 
17-27  2.1.4 Lease 421 
17-28  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
17-29  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
17-30  4.3.1 Environmental Setting: Air Quality: 4.5.6 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: 

Impact BIO-1: Oil Spill Impacts to Marine Biological Resources 
17-31  3.0 Alternatives 

 Transcript from NOP Public Hearing 8/3/04 at  7:10 p.m. 
18-01  2.1.4 Lease 421 
18-02  4.3.1 Environmental Setting: Air Quality 
18-03  3.0 Alternatives 
18-04  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling: 4.7.1 Environmental 

Setting: Onshore Land Uses and Zoning Designations 
18-05  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations: 2.2.1 Lease Extensions and 

Platform Holly New Well Drilling: 4.3.4 Impact Analysis and Mitigation 
18-06  Potential tax subsidies available to the applicant is not an environmental issue and is 

beyond the scope of a CEQA analysis. 
18-07  4.5.6 Impact Analysis and Mitigation: Impact WQ-1: Impacts to Marine Water 

Quality due to an Oil Spill from Offshore Facilities 
18-08  2.1 Project Background and Current Operations: 2.2.1 Lease Extensions and 

Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
18-09  2.1.4 Lease 421 
18-10  2.2.1 Lease Extensions and Platform Holly New Well Drilling 
18-11  2.2.3 Proposed Project New Pipeline 

 1 
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